BENTHAM

of Bentham, nor of any partial or exclusive school
whatever) once said to us, as the result of his observa-
tion, that to Bentham more than to any other source
might be traced the questioning spirit, the disposition
to demand the why of everything, which had gained
so much ground and was producing such important
consequences in these times. The more this assertion
is examined, the more true it will be found. Bentham
has been in this age and country the great questioner
of things established. It is by the influence of the
modes of thought with which his writings inoculated
a considerable number of thinking men, that the yoke
of authority  has  been  broken,   and  innumerable
opinions, formerly received on tradition as incontest-
able, are put upon their defence, and required to give
an account of themselves. Who, before Bentham,
(whatever controversies might exist on points of detail,)
dared to speak disrespectfully, in express terms, of the
British Constitution, or the English Law? He did so;
and his arguments and his example together encour-
aged others. We do not mean that his writings caused
the Reform Bill, or that the Appropriation Clause owns
him as its parent: the changes which have been made,
and the greater changes which will be made, in our
institutions, are not the work of philosophers, but of
the interests and instincts of large portions of society
recently grown into strength. But Bentham gave voice
to those interests and instincts: until he spoke out,
those who found our institutions unsuited to them did
not dare to say so, did not dare consciously to think
so; they had never heard the excellence of those in-
stitutions questioned by cultivated men, by men of
acknowledged intellect; and it is not in the nature
of uninstructed minds to resist the united authority of
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